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Super Bowl
OF

appetizers

As the Bears faithful descend upon Miami on Sunday, most of us will likely descend
upon our couches, planted in front of the TV with a cold one in hand,

In the other hand? We're guessing it'll be appetizers, those ubiquitous finger foods
that are the yin to beer's yang. But with so many options out there, which restaurant
deserves to wear the championship ring? The Tribune organized a showdown: They got
takeout from four restaurants known for their appetizers —T.G.I. Friday’s, Bennigan’s
Grill & Tavern, Houlihan's and Chili's—and ordered four menu items from each loca-
tion. With help from the crew of Chicago Fire Department’s Engine 42, Truck 3, the
Tribune spent one recent Sunday at the firchouse warching Bears playoff football —and

eating a lot of appetizers. [ TRIBUNE ]

WINGS
FIRST QUARTER
T.G.l. Friday's Wicked Wings ($7.99)
Bennigan's  Buffalo Wings ($7.99)
Houlihan's Buffalo Wingé (88.99)
. Chili's Wings Over Buffalo
(§8.49)

Play by play: This is a tough one to fore-
cast, Four restaurants, four similarly pre-
pared wings slathered with hot sauce,
four sides of celery and four dipping
sauces. Bennigan's gets a flag at the line
of secrimmage for oversauced wings that
are too hot and vinegary. Houlihan's gets
a flag for being too plain and ho-hum.
It's neck and neck between Friday's and
Chili's, " [Friday’s wings] has an interest-
ing taste to it,"” firefighter Dan Sedory
said. “The sauce has the best balance of
spiciness.”

THE SCORES
LT ST R 0 KV

SOUTH OF THE
BORDER scconp QUARTER

- TGl Friday's Tostado Nachos ($8.48)

Bennigan's Southwest Egg Rolls
(4799)

Houlihan's Blackened Chicken
& Caramelized Onion
Quesadilla ($8.99)

Chili's Southwestern Eggrolls

(§749)

Play by play: Houlihan’s Blackened Chick-
en & Caramelized Onion Quesadillais
paramedic Eric Griswold’s MVP—maost
valuable plate. Friday’s Tostado Nachos
(beans, meat, thick cheese on crisp tor-
tilla) doesn't hold up well with time, but
still squeaks into second place. The bat-
tle forthird is evenly matched—Chili's
Southwestern Eggrolls and Bennigan's
Southwest Egg Rolls both feature chick-
en, black beanis, Monterey Jack cheese,
com, red peppers and spinach. After
bringing out the chains, it's Bennigan's by
inches for third place.
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Firefighters Dan Sedory (left) and Lt. Harold Turrentine of Engine 42, Truck 3
get ready to welgh in on the appetizers. [iost w osoro/TRIBUNE PHOTOS |

FRIED VEGE'I'ABLES
THIRDQUARTER -

TGl Frlﬂny's Crispy Green Elean Fries
(85.99)

Bennigan's Original Bacon &
Cheese Potato Skins
($7.08)
Houlihan's ~ 'Shrooms ($8.99)
Chili's Awesome Blossom
(S?S‘B)
Play by lllrl-'ridq\'n{!ﬁapy Green Bean

Fries with cucumber-wasabi ranch hold
up as well as the Enrs dsfansm line.

“It's something alittle different,” firefight-

d | like the sauce.
with it.” But barreling down the field are

Houlihan's: rradumm‘k 'Shmmns--]wrlbo
mushroom caps stuffed with rich garlioky
cream cheese, then breaded and deep-
fried. Left in the backfield mﬂmnw‘s
potato skins and Chil's Awesome Blos-
som, though Chili's semnad dipping i
sauce is like the Bears' Robbie Gould—
it's got a good kick toif,

INTERNATIONAL

FOURTH QUARTER

T.GI. Friday’s 'Zen Chicken Pot
Stickers ($5.98)

Bennigan's  Caribbean Crab Cakes
($8.98)

Houlihan's  Tuna Wontons ($8.88)

Chili's Lettuce Wrap ($8.48)

Play by play: Chili's Chicken Lettuce
Wrap with sesame-ginger and peanut
sauce Is unique, for sure, but it doesn't
work well with a cold brew in your other
hand. Friday's Zen Chicken Pot Stick-
ers gets a holding call with their rubbery
exteriors and flat-tasting filling. The
clutch play comes from Houlihan's Tuna
Wontons. The seared rare tuna in won-
ton wrapper arrives with sweet soy and
wasabl mayo, with a napa cabbage cole-
slaw. Most popular is Bennigan's Carib-
bean Crab Cakes. dusied “dthterk sea-

andap pp sauce. |
Said Lt. Harnld Turrentine: “It's very
good. | could eat a few of those.”

Check the restaurant’s Web

site for takeout details and
TGl Friday S 2 your nearest location.
Bennigan’s 2 2 I 6 II >» tgifridays.com
1, >> chilis.com
Ho,.llllihan s L) 18 e 31 53 1S 5 hatialgimn 2o
Chili's 3 | 2 | 7 »> houlihans.com
THE RULES »> After rankings are tabulated and averaged, the »> At the end of the

restaurant with the top score in the category receives a
touchdown (B points). Second place receives a field goal
(3 points), third place receives a safety (2 points), fourth
place receives a point after touchdown (1 point).

»» From each restaurant, we order one menu item in
each of four categories: wings, south of the border,
fried vegetables and international.

competition, the restaurant
with the highest point total is
crowned 2007 Super Bowl of
Appetizers Champion.

»» Judges taste all four items within
each category and rank items from
favorite to least favorite.



